MINUTES
CHURCHILL COUNTY SENDING SITE REVIEW COMMITTEE
January 23, 2012
Present:

Eleanor Lockwood, Chair
Bob Getto, Committee Member
John Mincer, Committee Member
Diane Moyle, Recording Secretary
Simmie Travis, Applicant
Kenneth Winder, Representative

Absent:

Ray Hendrix, Committee Member

CALL TO ORDER
Chairperson Lockwood called the meeting held in the Planning Department Conference Room
of the Churchill County Administrative Complex, 155 North Taylor Street, Fallon, Nevada, to
order at 8:35 a.m.
1. Verification of the posting of the Agenda
Chairperson Lockwood verified that the agenda had been properly posted. It was stated that
since the County website had been changed, the agenda that was posted to the website didn’t
have a location for people to view it. She asked if there were any changes to the agenda, and
Secretary Moyle stated that it was noticed that there were still references to the Planning
Commission on the agenda; however, the title at the top stated that it was for the Sending Site
Review Committee.
2. Review and Adoption of the Agenda
Chairperson Lockwood approved the agenda as posted.
3. Public Comment
Chairperson Lockwood asked if there were any public comments on anything not on the
agenda, and there were none.
4. Review and Adoption of Minutes
Committee members had previously been provided with the Minutes of December 13, 2010.
Member Getto moved to approve the Minutes of December 13, 2010 as submitted. The
motion was seconded by Member Mincer and was unanimously approved.

PUBLIC HEARING
Consideration and possible action re: An application filed by Donald & Simmie Travis for a
sending site located at 2000 Berney Road, APN: 006-851-79, consisting of ±80.33 acres with
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±49.04 water righted acres in the A-10 land use district. The applicant proposes to place a
conservation easement on the property.
A map was provided to show the property in relation to NAS Fallon and other approved sending
sites. The members of the committee verified that they were familiar with the property and had
been out there before. It was clarified that there is one residence that is occupied on the parcel.
Chairperson Lockwood informed the members that the staff TDR calculation worksheet is
different from that provided with the application in that the acreage of the property was shown as
it is the Assessor’s information with the decimal figures. She pointed out that the overall TDR
total didn’t change.
Chairperson Lockwood then went on to explain to the applicant that the partnership agreement
between the Navy and Churchill County has been the key point to the success of this program.
She further outlined that there are right now two sending sites that were appraised approximately
one year ago that are moving forward in the process for purchase of the conservation easement
by the County and Navy; however, these are the only two that will be moving forward during
this calendar year due to the economy and resulting budgeting constraints. She informed the
applicant that there are a few other properties that were appraised about a year ago that will be
first on the list for any further purchase agreements, and then there are several properties
indicated in yellow on the TDR map (see attached) that are still waiting for partnership funding
for the conservation easements. She explained that this is a lengthy process that could take a few
years before their sending site might come up to purchasing a conservation easement. Chair
Lockwood stated that this county process is still necessary in order to be eligible for participation
with the County and Navy purchasing partnership.
Motion by Member Getto, based on meeting the criteria for a Sending Site, including
zoning designation, minimum acreage, water rights, and military operations buffer area,
that the application concerning Assessor’s Parcel Number 006-851-79, at 2000 Berney
Road, consisting of ±80.33 acres, with ±49.04 water righted acres, be recommended for
approval as a Sending Site. Member Mincer seconded the motion and it passed
unanimously.
Member Getto made a motion based upon the calculations for acreage, water righted
acreage, and location in the military buffer zone to recommend a total of 81 TDRs be
approved for APN 006-851-79 at 2000 Berney Road. The motion was seconded by
Member Mincer and was carried unanimously.
Chairperson Lockwood explained that this committee will submit its recommendation to the
Planning Commission that this property be approved as a sending site and that 81 transferrable
development rights be approved, and the next Planning Commission meeting will be on February
8, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. She stated that the applicant would receive a letter stating the date and
appointed time that the application would be heard. She thanked the applicant and representative
for attending this meeting and invited them to stay if they wished for the remainder of the
meeting.
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DISCUSSION ITEM
Updates and other items of interest.
Chairperson Lockwood handed out updated public information spreadsheets regarding recorded
conservation easements that have been completed through the TDR Program. Chairperson
Lockwood said that this spreadsheet is a tracking tool that is used to identify the total number of
acreage that has been placed under a conservation easement, the total purchase price, and so
forth. She commented that the program has been extremely successful; however, due to the
times, the progress with the program has been slowing down tremendously. She stated that this
information in no way indicates how much per acre or TDR that a person would receive if they
participate in the program. She explained that the amounts paid are based upon appraisals that
show fair market value, and since the County and Navy are governmental entities no payment
may be made above this value.
In 2011 Conservation Easements were recorded for a portion of the approved sending site for
Frey Ranch LLC on Dodge Lane (that portion that lies within the sending site approval area),
Marjorie Shepard on Stark Lane, and a portion of the approved sending site for Bill and Gwen
Washburn on Harrigan Road.
In late 2011 the County Commissioners approved a purchase agreement for the Beulah Testolin
sending site conservation easement, and at their last meeting, January 18, 2012 they approved a
purchase agreement for the Raymond & Bruna Mertens sending site conservation easement. The
Planning Department will proceed with preparing the easement documents for the Navy’s review
in hopes they will continue with the purchase of the easements this calendar year.
Chairperson Lockwood then commented that another sending site application was received last
week for Kulhoss Properties LLC on Harrigan Road. She remarked that the applicants are well
aware that if they are looking toward the Navy and County partnership purchase of the
conservation easement, it will be a very slow process. The applicants do want to move forward
with their application. It was agreed that the next Sending Site Review Committee meeting be
held on Monday, February 27, 2012 to review the new application.
Member Mincer asked regarding the Chris Utter sending site in the TDR process. Chairperson
Lockwood clarified that Chris Utter’s property has been approved as a sending site. She didn’t
think that his property has been appraised yet. She then commented that she believes appraisals
have been completed on the Goings and Uran properties in addition to the Testolin and Mertens
properties.
Member Getto asked concerning the length of time a person has to accept the appraised value for
the conservation easement and whether after a certain period of time they would have to come
back before the committee or boards prior to approval. It was determined that the Navy
generally accepts appraisals within a year timeframe. Discussion took place regarding the
sending site process, and once a property has been approved, there is no need to come back for
review with the committee or boards unless there is a significant change in the property, water,
or uses on the property. This is the county process, and it is necessary in order to be eligible to
participate in the Navy and County partnership easement purchase, which is a separate process
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that involves appraisals, purchase agreements, and so on. Appraisals are completed once for a
sending site, and if the owner does not accept the purchase price, they are moved to the bottom
of the list in a category of not interested at this time. There are several factors that would be
considered if someone wanted to participate at a later time more than one year after the appraisal
was completed.
Member Getto and Kenneth Winder requested a copy of the TDR map be emailed to them.
Public Comment:
Chairperson Lockwood asked if there were any other public comments, and there were none.
ADJOURNMENT
Chairperson Lockwood adjourned the meeting at 8:54 a.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Diane Moyle
Recording Secretary
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