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Subject Title: The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) provides Notice of its Decision concerning the New
Pass/Ravenswood and Augusta Mountains Herd Management Areas Bumed Area Wild Horse Removal.

Type of Action Requested: (check one)

( ) Resolution | } Ordinance
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Does this action require a Business Impact Statement? No
Recommended Board Action: None.

Discussion: The Bureau of Land Management (BL.M) provides Notice of its Decision concerning the New
Pass/Ravenswood and Augusta Mountains HMAs Burned Area Wild Horse Removal. This decision is being issued
to gather and remove approximately 429-494 wild horses from the New Pass/Ravenswood Herd Management Area
(HMA) administered by the Battle Mountain Field Office, approximately 200-230 wild horses from within the
Augusta Mountains HMA admimistered by the Winnemucca Field Office, and removal of wild horses residing
outside of HMA boundaries. A map is attached of the gather areas.

In July, 2007, wildfires burned over 62,000 acres within the New Pass/Ravenswood and Augusta Mountains
HMAs. Because of the extensive acres bumed within the HMAs, the potential for failed vegetation rehabilitation
due to excessive wild horse use in the burned areas, and potential wild horse health 1ssues due to lost habitat, an
emergency wild horse gather needs to occur to remove excess wild horses from these areas.

Helicopter inventory of these HMAs were completed in September, 2007. The current estimated population within
the New Pass/Ravenswood HMA 1s 648-713 wild horses and 382 in the Augusta Mountains HMA. The established
Appropriate Management Levels for these areas are 545-566 and 185-308 wild horses respectively. Full details of
the Decision and rationale are included in the attached Decision, as well as appeal procedures.
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Dear Interested Public.

DECISION

New Pass/Ravenswood and Augusta Mountains HMAs
Burned Area Wild Horse Removal

INTRODUCTION

This decision is being issued to gather and remove approximately 429-494 wild horses from the
New Pass/Ravenswood Herd Management Area {(HMA) administered by the Battie Mountain
Field Office, approximately 200-230 wild horses from within the Augusta Mountains HMA
administered by the Winnemucca Field Office (WFO), and removal of wild horses residing
outside of HMA boundaries. Refer to the enclosed maps of the gather areas.

In July 2007, wildfires burned over 62,000 acres within the New Pass/Ravenswood and Augusta
Mountains HMAs. Because of the extenstve acres burned within the HMAs, the potential for
failed vegetation rehabilitation due to excessive wild horse use in the burned areas, and potential
wild horse health 1ssues due to lost habitat, an emergency wild horse gather needs to occur to
remove excess wild horses from these areas.

Helicopter inventory of these HMAs were completed in September 2007. The current estimated
population within the New Pass/Ravenswood HMA is 648-713 wild horses. The estimated
population within the Augusta Mountains HMA is 382 wild horses. The established Appropriate
Management Levels for these areas are 345-566 and 185-308 wild horses respectively.
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Through review of census and distribution data, habitat and wild horse condition, extent of
burned acreages since 1999, and potential negative impacts 10 resources and wild horses, it has
been determined that an excess population of wild horses exists within these HMAs. Tt has also
been determined that a post gather population of 229 wild horses within the New
Pass/Ravenswood HMA, and 185 wild horses within the Augusta Mountains HMA would
promote a thriving natural ecological balance within these HMAs.

On October 2, 2007, the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), Rattie Mountain Field Office,
issued the New Pass/Ravenswood and Augusta Mountains HMAs Burned Area Wild Horse
Removal Gather Plan and Environmental Assessment (EA) # NV062-EA07-188 for public

TEVICW.

One response in support of the proposed gather was recetved from the Nevada State Historic
Preservation Office. No additional comments were received from the interested public and as a
result, it was determined that no changes or significant modifications to the EA are warranted.

Upon analyzing the impacts of the Proposed Action and Alternatives, and following issuance of
the EA for public review, [ have determined that the Proposed Action will not have a significant
impact, and that an Environmental Impact Statement will not be prepared. Please refer to
Attachment 2, Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI).

BACKGROUND

The AML for the New Pass/Ravenswood HMA was established through Multiple Use Decisions
for the Gilbert Creek and Manhattan Mountain Allotments evaluated in 1991 and 1992. The
AML for the Augusta Mountains HMA was established through Multiple Use Decisions for the
Hole-in-the-Wall, Jersey Valley, and Home Station Gap Allotments (1997), and the Cottonwood

Allotment (1994).

In 1999, over 124,000 acres of the New Pass/Ravenswood HMA burned in the Antelope
Complex wildfires. As a result, significant acreages of wild horse habitat within the HMA were
burned, requiring emergency removal of wild horses from the HMA. The wild horses gathered
in 1999 were very thin, and many were in weakened body condition due to lack of forage
coupied with an overpopulation of wild horses within the burned areas.

Though extensive acreages of burned areas were reseeded following the 1999 fires, many areas
continue to support infrequent perennial grass species. Due to the inherent nature of the soiis
and precipitation levels in the arca, rehabilitation success has been mixed. Some key areas are
dominated by annual weeds such as cheatgrass, mustard, bur buttercup, and perennial weeds
such as Russian thistle. Other key areas are dominated by thick, productive stands of crested
wheatgrass. Still other key areas support a mixed perennial grass component with an understory
of annual species.

The Ravens and Paris wild{ires burned 43,870 acres within the New Pass/Ravenswood HMA in
July 2007. Wild horses currently exist within the burned areas, utilizing unburned vegetation






