Churchill County

Agenda Report

Agenda Item: Consent # @
Date Submitted: February 11, 2008 Agenda Date Requested: February 20, 2008
To: Board of Churchill County Commissioners
From: Pamela D. Moore, Administrative Aide to the Board of County Commissioners

Subject Title: Sierra Pacific Power Company provides a copy of a Las Vegas Review-Journal article
entitled “Renewables Can’t Do Tt All” regarding renewable energy.

Type of Action Requested: {(check one)

{ ) Resolution ( ) Ordinance
{ } Formal Action/Motion (__X ) Other — Informational Only

Does this action require a Business Impact Statement? No
Recommended Board Action: None.
Discussion: Sierra Pacific Power Company provides a copy of a Las Vegas Review-Journal article

entitled “Renewables Can’t Do 1t All” regarding renewable energy. The article is attached for review.

Prepared By: Date: February 11, 2008
Pamela D. Moore, Administrative Aide

Reviewed By: Date: , 2008
Brad Goetsch, Churchill County Manager

P B Date: 22 // L , 2008
ardine, Churchill County Civil Deputy Attorney

Date: -f[//p/%” , 2008

Alan Kalt, Chir¢hil County Comptroller

Board Action Taken:
Motion: 1) Aye/Nay
2)

(Vote Recorded By)
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OPINION AND COMMENTARY

FROM OUR READERS

Renewabl

A halanced
energy portfolio
f\ !’)(3 }"O? slale

By MCHAEL YACKIRA
SPEC 3 THE RE JllW SOURAL

There has been nuch
dehule recently regarding
Nevada's energy lulun.
Flectricity supply ts o vital
chillenge for vur grmving
stare, andd sur respapse o
this issue will belp shape e
future. Providine a
clrieity supply 15
u.‘nm;le,\ process il invis
environmental and reliahitity
constderarions as well s cost
issties thal fmpegt seeryone,

[ believe tal there is nn
single energy resource ar
sobutian that can do the joh
alonie, Some vy suppested
that Mevada shoald rely
exclusively onrenewible
energy sources such axs
penhermnl, selor amd wind
power. ORen missing from
thix dialoguc is a realistic
of the clinlienges we
Tuee  deveinping renewabie
energy resaurces, along win

the fssues of reliabiliny amd
vost.
Dy utikitios — Novada

Power Cooin Southern
Nevada and Sierva Pacilic
Fower Co. in the north ~ are
committed 1o furthering the
develapmen: of renewible
energy. DUy CUstmers
Northern Nevads have been
using geothermal poswer sinee
the mid- 19505, In Gact, Nevada
leads the natien in geatheral
capacity per sipit and wis
ane of the tirst stades Lo
reguire LHlnes o mees
renewable ehe
More recently, we have
expericnced strong progress
in salir energy, Nevada Solar
(mg, i eedamgpawitt solar
power plant e onlder

L2008, Stephens Media LLC
Vol 103, No. 309, 536 pages

S VEGAS
REVIEW-]JOURNAL

v and the largest of its kind
bt since e early 198905,
Prepan producing electrieity
laast v Arud with the recemt
completion of & 14-meeawatt
stlar plant at Nellis Amr Foree
Base, Novada s now the Nol
stale in the nation for solar
power pn i per capita basis.
Adthuugh o st
renewihle resources ore
abundant — and mare
renewihle energy isan the
way — mnost renewahle
resubrees have inherent limits
hecause Dhey are not available
H0 percent of the time, Our

custmuers continue (e need
electricing when the sun isn't
shining and the wind isn'l
hiowin|
We also have an ubligation
10 keep electricity prices
reasomihle amd predictable.
White some fornas of
renewable energy are priced
competitively, others are
Im'

PULINS I8
|I1u need ta prov |(|L h.mkup
supphes, I orher words.
when the wand is nol Bewing
sutficiently ta produce pinwer,
nraditiannl power planis must

R

S

bt cly iz anvatilale 1o
Kewp the lights on and the air
conditioners running in the
sunerime
Our company helieves
that renewable ene
important compenes
Palanced por Halio of
e rnaEtiv
Plisvy o prominent roke in our
pluns 1 serve Nevadics needs
now and inthe future. Bt
I we bt Novadi's energy
futr
Pesuurees, prices will inerease
el refinbiliny will decrease.
Ut LY
o prehensive, three-part
strategy thal baianees
vonservalion and caiergy
e energy
I e

v The nest three yuars
we expeat to spend at eist
5135 millisn un conservigion
amf energy efficieney. During
2007 alane, aur progrms
sinved alinest 200 milhon
kilenwalt liotes statewide and
huelped custome duce
their e i ecomi
ondy 1 Cilitornia m reducing
CORSUIANNIM Per CusHneT.

St the heginning of
2006, we have meare than
doubled our owned power
penerpnng capacity, fmidding
power plants in Nevada Tor
Revidais, And we're adding
aertimore both here in Las
Vepas as wetl as in Northiern
Nevadie When we campicts
U pas- weied ey ey By
center st Retw this spring,
Nurthern Sevada will
virtuilhy be vnergy sell-
sufficient.

Our stratepy also includes
the conl-fueled By Enerpy
Center heing dey Li(u el i
White Pine County: The first
phitse of his project wilt
poncrate ES0 mepnwatts
af clectricity and belp us
nmeet dand sustain Neviada's
extruordinare prongih,

Becanst Nevada i= the

fastesl prowing stit,
extroordinary pmoustks ol
power are nevded o keep ap

with shetnand, The new coal
techinology planned ai Ely,
wirreh will meet or L‘\L(,L(l air
guality requirements,
alony WY Towed e
thase demands tnacleaa and
sudtinnable wity,

In et whien we opens, it
will Be the eleimest coul plant
inthie nation,

1t should aot be overlooked
Hhapt il s S Bugion s most
abundant fock vesouree amd it
cite stabilize electrionny cists
becuuse whidesale prices Tor
coal ure more predictably
e prices fur natury
[Hresen 3
RUETT
thal are prone o price
fluctuations, Cosl will help
alanee nur sopply portiolio
and matigate his risk,

The 1y project inchides
i 25U-mile lransmission
line that will enable vur
twn ubilities 1o share power
resourees for the st lite,
And this Hne will provide o
pathwiny Livmove iew supplics
ol renewable encrgy between
novth and south, whereveer
they are most needed. Equaliy
impartant is the faet that

e Energy Center will
allow o eomtprany 16 close
alder, fess-etficient coul
pints in Southern Nevadi

The nltimate result will e
2 significant decrease in
arecnBolLe fis enissions,

L1y surmrman’ F Pawitic
Hesourees is very serimis
ahout heing pood stewards
o the ervironment and is
dedivined 1o providing our
customers with relialle
cleetricity st reasonahie and
pridictable prices, Over the
vveril months, Nevada's
111[(11L haw hLLll

cltizens exininge a“ lhr.' .m.l:
beefore titking sides on these
impurta issues

Riic gt Yarkt s rassitlent and

wrnef ot itee cllien of Sierey Pacilic
fosg. s, e parent COMpaiy af Nivar:
Ponoeey




