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Date Submitted: February 11, 2008 Agenda Date Requested: February 20, 2008
To: Board of Churchill County Commissioners
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Subject Title: The Nevada Climate Office provides its Nevada Climate Summary for the period of May-
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Discussion: The Nevada Climate Office provides its Nevada Climate Summary for the period of May-November,
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Quarterly Summary
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Volume 24, Numbers 3-4

MAY-November CONDITIONS

By Cassandra Hansen

Western Nevada

May 2007 was very dry and warm throughout the
area. The first week started dry and warm causing
stgnificant mountain snowmelt continuing from
April. At the end of the first week a strong cold
front moved into the area and brought wind,
precipitation and much cooler temperatures. High
temperatures dropped 25 to 30 degrees (from near
80 to low 50s) from the 1% to the 3™. Six to eight
inches of snow tell above 8000 feet in the Sierras on
the 2. Another band of moisture moved through
the area on the 3™ and 4™, bringing another 6 to 10
inches to the mountains, with 2 to 4 inches around
Lake Tahoe. -Light snow fell all the way down to
the valley floors on the 4™, with up to 2 to 3 inches
reported at some Jocations north of Reno (Reno AP
reported a trace).

Most of the rest of May was warm and dry, with
high pressure dominant. Some thunderstorms
began developing late in the month, which dropped
limited precipitation. The high temperature at Reno
averaged 79.2 degrees, 6.6 degrees above normal,
while the mintmum averaged 47.6 degrees, 7.4
degrees above normal. This warm and dry month
resulted in below average precipitation everywhere
in the region. The Truckee Basin was closet to
average at just 50%.the Owens River Basin was the
driest at 8% of average precipitation. However,
most basins were in the 20 to 30% of average range.

Overall, June 2007 was very dry and warm
throughout the area, with high pressure dominant.
However, there were a few significant weather
occurrences: On the 1%, lightning sparked several
fires in the region, with a fire in the Walker-
Coleville area of Mono Co. (Larson Fire) growing
to about 700 acres by the night of June 5. On the
afternoon of the 2™, slow moving thunderstorms
caused very heavy rain and flash flooding in the
Lockwood area of Storey County along Interstate
80. Up to eight inches of standing water (described
as “small lakes” by a responding Storey Co. Fire
Dept. chief) was reported on 180 near Lockwood,
causing several accidents. The heaviest reported
rainfall was 0.43” in 40 minutes 2 mi. E of Sparks,
but rainfall in the Lockwood area was likely much
heavier, possibly as much as an inch or more in one
hour. On the 5™, very strong winds affected the
region, with a gust of 80 mph reported by the
Galena NV RAWS, with gusts over 60 mph
reported at Gardnerville (63 mph) and Holbrook Jct.
{64 mph).

On the afternoon of the 24" a fire near South Lake
Tahoe (Angora Fire) started due to an illegal
campfire. It consumed 3,100 picturesque acres,
more than 254 residences, and 75 outbuildings by
June 28", The fire area extended from just south of
Camp Richardson CA south to near Echo Peak,
with an average width of about a mile. It remained
just east of Fallen Leaf and Angora Lakes, but






